
UEFA vs FIFA: A Battle for Soccer Dominance

There are 191 top flight soccer leagues in the world. Fifty-five of those are in Europe. There are 
also 211 nations competing together internationally. FIFA and UEFA are the top governing bodies 
of these teams. FIFA governs international soccer all across the globe. UEFA controls all of the 
clubs in European leagues as well as all of the nations of Europe. UEFA and FIFA have many many 
differences, but also some similarities.

 UEFA and FIFA have many differences related to where they were founded and what 
competitions they hold. One of those differences being that UEFA was established in 1954 whereas 
FIFA was established fifty years earlier, in 1904. One of the competition-related differences is 
that the most watched competition for FIFA, the World Cup, had about 1,471,700,000 more people 
watching in the final than the UEFA top competition, the Euros (1.5 billion-28.3 million). FIFA also 
hosts two major men’s competitions one each of club and international. UEFA, on the other hand, 
hosts six major competitions, four of which are club and the other two are international.

 UEFA and FIFA also have various differences when it comes to the implementation of 
technology and the distribution of prize money. One of the technology implementation differences 
is that FIFA introduced goal line technology in 2012 and it made its World Cup debut in 2014’s 
Brazil tournament. UEFA implemented its goal line technology another four years later in the 2016 
champions league final. Another difference is related to prize money. FIFA’s top paying competition 
is the Club World Cup, which gives out $125 million to the winner (most recent winner: Chelsea 
2025). However, UEFA’s Champions League tournament gave out $144 million to the 2025 champions 
PSG, the highest amount of money granted to the winner of a tournament in soccer’s history. 
Lastly, FIFA and UEFA 

 FIFA and UEFA also have quite a few similarities. One of those similarities is that both UEFA 
and FIFA have their headquarters in Switzerland. FIFA is in Zurich and UEFA is in Nyon. Another 
similarity between the two is that the top watched competitions from both bodies are 
international and are the most watched competitions in the world. This is likely because 
international games appeal to a larger audience. To add on to that, the UEFA Euros and the FIFA 
World Cup both had five billion people watch at least one of the games, live or recorded. FIFA and 
UEFA also have some similarities regarding technology implementation. One of those being that 
they both established VAR in 2018. Another is that both bodies were very hesitant to establish 
these technologies. The last similarity is that both top paying competitions gave over $120 million 
to the winner.

 UEFA and FIFA are the top governing bodies in the soccer world with many similarities and 
differences. FIFA and UEFA have a few differences related to where they were founded, how FIFA 



implemented goal line technology four years before UEFA, how much more popular different 
competitions hosted by the two are, and how much prize money teams get from winning 
tournaments. UEFA and FIFA are very important figures in the soccer world and they are what are 
behind what everybody sees in the soccer matches that captivate so many, making them very 
important to learn about.


